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EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY

Nick Sestito:


Presentation of 

Colors
Please stand for the Presentation of Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Color guard advance.  Color Guard prepare to post the Colors.  Post the Colors.  Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Scout Hand salute.  (Pledge of Allegience)  Two.  Color guard return to ranks.

MC: Mr. Sestito:

Welcome Guest
Troop 299 and the Boy Scouts of American would like to extend our thanks 


For attending this Eagle Scout Ceremony. We would like to acknowledge elected officials and special guests who are here today.

1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

3. _________________________________________

4. _________________________________________

5. _________________________________________

6. _________________________________________

7. _________________________________________

8. _________________________________________

9. _________________________________________

10. _________________________________________

MC: Mr. Sestitio:
As I light this candle, I declare this court of honor to be duly convened for the sole purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout Award to Ryan Joseph Klasmeier.
MC: Mr. Sestito:
Will the honor guard please escort the candidate forward?


Escort of Eagle Scout

MC: Mr. Sestito:
I would now like to introduce Pastor Tim Patten form Crosspointe Community Church in Maineville Ohio, who is Ryan’s Pastor to present the invocation.
Pastor Tim Patten:
Invocation and should read the Eagle Prayer

The Eagle Prayer
Build me an Eagle, O' Lord, 
Who will be strong enough 
to know when he is weak, 
And brave enough to face himself
when he is afraid; one who will 
be proud and unbending in honest
Defeat, and humble and gentle in victory. 

Build me an Eagle, O' Lord, whose wishbone 
Will not be where his backbone should be; a 
Son who will know thee and will know himself 
In relation to thee.

Lead him, we pray, not in the path of ease and
Comfort, but under the stress and spur of difficulties 
and challenge. Here, let him learn to stand up in 
the storm; here, let him learn compassion for 
others who fail, then help them to succeed. 

Build me an Eagle, O'Lord, whose heart will be
Clear, whose goal will be high; an Eagle who will master
Himself before he seeks to master other men; one
Who will learn to laugh, yet never forget how
To weep; one who will reach into the future, yet never
Forget the past.

Give him humility, O'Lord, so that he may always 
Remember the simplicity of true greatness, the
Open mind of true strength. Then that Eagle will
Dare to whisper; I have not lived in vain.
MC: Mr. Sestito
Thank you Pastor Tim
MC: Mr. Sestito
The Scout Law and Oath
1. Scout_______________________________________

2. Scout_______________________________________
When a boy becomes a Boy Scout there is within him something that we call the Spirit of Scouting. This single lighted candle before you represents that spirit. Because the spirit of Scouting embodies the principles of the Scout Oath and Law, it becomes a shining beacon of inspiration. Alone, this light may seem feeble, but when multiplied by the more than three and a half million boys in Scouting around the world, it is powerful indeed. After a boy enters Scouting, the Scout Law that he promises to obey begins to guide his life. One by one, using the flame from the spirit of Scouting, we shall light the symbols for each part of the Scout Law. There are 12 parts; each is an important foundation in the building of strong character.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is Trustworthy (Lights first candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout tells the truth.  He keeps his promises.  Honesty is a part of his code of conduct.
Boy Scout #1:
A scout is Loyal.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout is true to his family, friends, scout leaders, school, nation, and world community.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is helpful.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout is concerned about other people.  He willingly volunteers to help others without expecting payment or reward.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is friendly.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout is a friend to all.  He is a brother to other scouts.  He seeks to understand others.  He respects those with ideas and customs that are different from his won.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is courteous.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout is polite to everyone regardless of age or position.  He knows that good manners make it easier for people to get along together.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is kind.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout understands there is strength in being gentle.  He treats others as he wants to be treated.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is obedient.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout follows the rules of his family, school, and troop.  He obeys the laws of his community and country.  If he thinks these rules and laws are unfair, he tries to have them changed in an orderly manner rather than disobey them.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is cheerful.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout looks for the bright side of life.  He cheerfully does tasks that come his way.  He tries to make others happy.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is thrifty.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout works to pay his way and to help others.  He saves for the future.  He protects and conserves natural resources.  He carefully uses time and property.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is brave.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout has the courage to stand for what he thinks is right even if others laugh at him or threaten him.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is clean.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout keeps his body and mind fit and clean.  He goes around with those who believe in living by these same ideals.  He helps keep his home and community clean.

Boy Scout #1:
A scout is reverent.  (Lights next candle)
Boy Scout #2:
A scout is reverent toward God.  He is faithful in his religious duties.  He respects the beliefs of others.  

Boy Scout #1:

(Three large candles are lit by a Scout as the Scout Oath is read)

Boy Scout #2:
On my honor I will do my best to do my duty, to God and my country (Light First Candle), to help other people at all times (Light Second Candle); and to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. (Light Third, and Last Candle).

(Pointing to candles) You see how the light from the spirit of Scouting is now beginning to grow and become brighter.
MC: Mr. Sestito 
I would like to introduce Mrs. Amy Mitchell who will sing “ On Eagles Wings”.
Voice Of the Eagle:
I am the voice of the Eagle.

Narration by

Eagle Scout Nick Hartman
Nick Hartman
I speak for The Eagles whose summit you have struggled so hard to reach.

We remember well when you first came to the base of our mountain, and how you looked up with ambition and determination.

Pause for a moment, and look back over the trail you have climbed:  Look back at the adventures you have encountered on your ascent.  These experiences are a valuable teacher if you but heed them.

We remember when you took your first steps upon the Boy Scout trail.

With your first step you began to start living the Scout Oath and Law.  You began to build yourself, physically, mentally, and morally.  Your brother scouts then called you a Tenderfoot -- and they were right, for you were indeed a tenderfoot.

But not for long.  For as you climbed, you soon reached a turning in the trail, and you were greeted by a large group of friendly Second Class Scouts.

Some, like yourself, were stopping to catch their breath, before continuing along the trail.  But you studied more, you worked harder, you continued your climb, and soon came to another turning, the place where First Class Scouts dwell.

There you found a green, flowered meadow close by a crystal clear stream, sparkling in sunshine.  Many other scouts rested beside the murmuring waters.  You were tempted to remain.  But your ambition spurred you, and you continued your upward venture.

We next remember your progress when you turned the trail to become a Star Scout.  You found the trail from First Class had been an optical illusion, not so difficult as it had first seemed.  This inspired you to push onward, to climb higher.

But now the trail was steeper, and less traveled.  Fewer Scouts seemed headed in your direction.  You looked back and saw crowds below you.  You looked up, and saw very few above.  Yet, with the same determination as you started your climb, now enhanced by experience and firm resolve, you continued to push up the trail.

Soon you turned another corner on the trail and the Heart shaped badge of the Life Scout was placed on your uniform.  You will always recall the thoughts in your heart at this moment, it has been experienced by all scouts reaching the ledge of Life:  "Now I am close to the Eagle, I will carry on". 

But the trail now grows tougher and fainter, many seem to falter along the way.  The original simple principles of the Scout Oath and Law take on a fuller meaning, as your understanding grows greater.

WE, the Eagles, have watched your character unfold and become more manly.  We have watched your leadership ability expand into a valuable asset.  We have watched your mind develop and your wisdom increase. Yes, We have watched all these things in you.

And now, that you are standing at the summit of the trail, in the glory of sunshine and wind and cloud at the threshold of your goal, WE, your Fellow Eagles applaud you and welcome you, for you have done your climbing in a true Scout-like manner.

MC: Mr. Sestito
I would now like to introduce Liz Gonda who has been Ryan’s English teacher for his freshman and senior years at Sycamore High School.  She has been one of the influential people in Ryan’s life.  Here is Liz Gonda.
Guest Speaker 
(Speech)
(Gonda)


MC: Mr. Sestito
Thank you Mrs. Gonda.  I would now like to introduce Coach Mark Sullivan.  Coach Sullivan has known Ryan most of his life.  He has not only Coached Ryan to a successful swimming career but has been one of Ryan’s most treasured mentors in life. Here is Coach Sullivan.
Guest Speaker 
(Speech)
(Coach)  Mark Sullivan

MC:  Mr. Sestito
Thank you Coach Sullivan.  Will Assistant Scout Master, Bob Stein and Boy Scout Mike Merrill come forward to give the eagle obligation?  

Bob Stein:
Eagle Charge
The Eagle Rank represents proficiency in all scouting skills, and is attained by only 3 percent of all young men in scouting.  It represents a great deal of teamwork as a member and leader of a troop.  Ryan, you demonstrated this by living the scout oath and law, in an effort to uphold the scouting spirit.  It also represents your hard work, strength of character, persistence, and, more important, it is indicative of what lies in the future as a scout grows into manhood.  Eagle Rank testifies that a scout has an understanding of his community, nation, and a willingness to become involved.  It is also important to explain that not only does this badge signify your hard work, it also signifies certain obligations on your part.


Ryan, your first obligation as an Eagle Scout is honor.  The white in the Eagle Badge represents honor (Scout lights white candle), and it is the sacred foundation of an eagle’s character.  Character is not what you think of yourself, Ryan, but what you are, deep inside.  It is what you do to reflect credit upon your home, family, church, school, friends, and yourself.  Always let the white of your badge remind you to live with honor

Your second obligation as an Eagle Scout is loyalty. The blue in the Eagle badge represents loyalty (Scout lights blue candle), your loyalty, for without it, character lacks direction.  Regardless of how rough the road, how difficult the task, or how impossible the situation, you must remain loyal to your cause and purpose.  It is the sense of belonging, being part of a team and working together with others.  It is standing by your work, your promises and your pledges.  It is also the feeling you give others…knowing that they can count on you.  Let this blue of this badge remind you to remain loyal.


The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is courage.  The red in the Eagle Badge represents courage (Scout lights red candle); it gives your character force and strength.  If you have faith in God and your fellowman, you are able to face each day unafraid and strive to share in the work at hand.  You should do your part in all things, regardless of danger adversity, or hardship.  Let the red of the badge remind you of courage.

The fourth obligation is responsibility, and is represented by the scout motto, be prepared. (Scout lights candle on top)  It means that you are always in a state of readiness, both in mind and body, so you will be able to face danger and help others to the best of your ability.   It also means that you have been trained for emergencies, and that you are confident of your ability to do your duty as an Eagle Scout.


The fifth and final obligation is that of service.  This obligation is represented by the eagle.  (Scout lights candle on bottom)  You must extend a helping hand to those who still toil up the scouting trail, just as others helped you achieve your goal.  It means that the daily good turn must continue.  You must strive to protect the weak and defend the helpless.  The Eagle also indicates that you are now an elite member of an esteemed group of world citizens. With this honor comes the knowledge that any discredit which falls upon you, also befalls your brother Eagle Scouts.


Ryan, are you willing to accept these obligations, responsibilities, and the honor of the Eagle Scout Badge?

Ryan:
Yes I am.
MC: John Sestito
I would like to introduce Kurt Daum. Kurt is an Eagle Scout from Troop  299. He is the committee leader for the Scout Food and Clothing Drive. He is also the Membership Secretary for the Blue Ash Civic League.

Mr. Kurt Daum
Shall Say?
MC:  Mr. Sestito
Thank you Kurt for your continued support of Troop 299. 


It is now time for the high point of our program:  the presentation of the Eagle Scout Award.  Scoutmaster Bob Hansen, please come forward to make the appropriate presentations.
Bob Hansen:
Becoming an Eagle Scout is a great honor; it’s also a great responsibility.  Many times over the last few years you have joined your fellow scouts in repeating the Scout Oath.  Now, you will repeat a new oath, the Eagle Scout Promise.  Though the words you say are similar to those you have said so many times before, today they will mean more to you than they ever have.  As Ryan takes this pledge for the first time, will those Eagle Scouts who are present in the audience please come forward and stand behind the eagle candidate and reaffirm their pledge?  (Eagle Scouts Come Up) Please make the Scout Sign and repeat after me:

I reaffirm my allegiance…to the three promises of the Scout Oath….I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself…the obligations and responsibilities…of the rank of Eagle Scout….On my honor I will do my best…to make my training, example, rank, and influence…count strongly for better Scouting….and for better citizenship…in my troop,…in my community,…and in my contacts with other people…always.


(To Eagle Scouts)  You may be seated.


Will the honor guard please escort the candidate’s parents, John and Sue, forward?  


At Ryan’s request, his father will present the Eagle Award.


(Hands Medal to John Klasmeier who pins it on Ryan Klasmeier)
John Klasmeier:
Obligations
Bob Hansen:
Ryan, in recognition of the many hours of patient guidance given to you by your mother, please present her with this pin in memory of this occasion.  


(Bob hands pin to Ryan, and Ryan pins it on Sue’s red ribbon)

Ryan, as a symbol of your father’s advice and support, this Court asks you to present him with a miniature Eagle tie Tack.  


(Bob hands pin to Ryan, and Ryan pins it on John) 


Will the Honor Guard please escort Ryan’s parents back to their seats?  

SONG:
“We Speak To Nations” By Pastor Tim Patten & Amy Mitchell
Mc. John Sestito
To introduce Lisa Donahue Valley District Unit Commissioner

Lisa Donahue: 
Becoming an Eagle Scout is an accomplishment that is respected by all, and in a person’s accomplishment of this rank, many honors can be bestowed upon the Eagle Scout. At this time I would like to introduce State of Ohio Representative Jim Raussen.
Lisa Donahue:
Thank you Representative Jim Raussen. I would like to introduce City of Blue Ash Mayor,  Rick Bryan.
Lisa Donahue:
Thank you Mayor Bryan. I would like to introduce Ryans’ Sister Trish Schoenlein and brother Kevin Klasmeier.
Lisa Donahue:
Thank you Trish and Kevin.    Ryan has received many letters of commendation from large corporations, such as Proctor and Gamble,  congressmen and senators, the US Military and various organizations.

I would like to take a moment to read one of the letters to you.

Lisa Donohue:
Ryan I have a gift from your families friends, Eagle Scout Bruce Burns and Martha Burns. This booklet was made with love and care and represents
“ The Spirit of the Eagle”.


Lisa Donahue:
Eagle Scout Justin Price will now deliver Voice of Old Glory.  
Eagle Scout Price:
I am an honored symbol of a nation's unity, its hopes, achievements, glory and successes. Of freedoms bravely fought for and hardly won. Of protection under the constitution of the rights and privileges of all Americans.  Promises of fulfillment of all their hopes, principles and ideals. I am also a symbol of the duty of all her citizens to serve in time of need, to speak out for what each considers right, and to help correct within means of the law, any law that is honestly believed to be wrong.  I am the symbol of sacrifice, I am the symbol of unity, I am the symbol of freedom.  I am the American Flag.  

Lisa Donahue:
Ryan I would like to present to you The Flag of the United States of America. This flag was flown over the United States Capitol on March 24, 2003, at the request of the Honorable Rob Portman, Member of Congress.


This flag was flown for Ryan Klasmeier, Boy Scout Troop No. 299 Eagle Scout ceremony.
MC: Mr. Sestito
Thank you Lisa.  Now Eagle Scout Ryan Klasmeier will present the Eagle Minute 
Ryan Klasmeier:
(Eagle Minute)
MC:  Mr. Sestito
Now we will have a few words from Ryan’s Pastor and the closing blessing.
Pastor Tim Patten:
(Closing Comments & Blessing)

MC: Mr. Sestito
Before we retire the colors I would like to thank all of you for coming to this ceremony, and to remind you that there will be a reception in the lower level  of the Blue Ash Recreation Center next door.  

Nick Sestito:
Color Guard advance.  Color Guard; prepare to retrieve the colors.  Color Guard, retrieve the colors.  Color Guard Retire.  
